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2   Mongolia

This is a mountainous region best described as a high
level plateau of no great fertility     A large part of the
surface  which covers more than a million square miles  is
taken up by the cold desert of Gobi   which constitutes an

FIG  144   Caravan on the way to Mongolia from Peiping
effective barrier between China and Russia The northern
frontier runs through a very rugged and desolate region
Because of rainfall deficiency the area is a vast natural
pasture land and the human and animal life is a direct
response to these conditions The natives are nomads living
m tents and moving north and south with the seasons The
harsh continental climate of these uplands demands great
hardiness from the people and at the same time prevents any
agricultural development About two and a half